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Messenger 
American Lutheran Church, ELCA March 2024 

 

How do you experience “courage: in your own life?” Do you experience “courage 

in your life of faith?” Is there a biblical character that is courageous that speaks to you?  

 

Each of the people encountering Jesus during our Lenten Sunday worship series are people of 

courage. The mid-week Lenten speakers are also courageous as they stand before friends and 

strangers talking how their encounters with Jesus have shaped their faith.  

 

In what areas of your life do you need to hear a word of “courage?” Take a moment to write a prayer 

for courage or ask a friend-in-faith to pray with and for you—for courage.  
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You are invited 

to continue 

your Lenten 

journey through 

the mid-week 

Lenten meals 

and worship 

services at 

ALC.  

 

The Thursday 

Ecumenical 

Worship and 

Luncheon 

series 

continues, as 

well. 
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Holy Week 

Is one 

continuous  

Worship service 

from the words 

 
Hosanna, Blessed is He  

who comes in the  

name of the Lord 

 

To  

 
He is Risen! 

Christ is Risen 

Indeed! 

Halleluiah! 

 

We continue to explore 

how followers of Jesus 

receive life in his name 

as Jesus lives his final 

days on earth.  

 

This week is full of how 

God saves us by giving 

Jesus’ followers health, 

healing, and wholeness 

in Jesus’ name.  

 

For each of these 

worship services, please 

consider volunteering as 

Greeters, Ushers, 

Communion Assistants, 

Acolytes, as well as 

assisting with the 

“Easter Coffee & More” 

hospitality time in the 

Fellowship Hall before 

and after the 8am 

Festival Worship service.  

 

Contact the Church 

Office for details.  
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Reminder of Annual Communion Registration – 
The Southwestern Minnesota Synod requests a 
count of American Lutheran members who 
commune at least once during the year. To do this, 
please fill out the Communication Form slip 
included with your bulletin with your name, date 
and indicate that you have received communion.  
This is necessary to do only once a year and can 
be done at any time of the year. Thank you. The 
Worship & Music Ministry Team 
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The some of the cards made at this art event, sponsored by the Stewardship Ministry 

Team will be shared throughout the congregation as a part of the Stewardship’s 
outreach to those in our congregation who have known loss and illness since 

Christmas. On Saturday, March 23, a group of volunteers will be delivering flowers and 

cards throughout the neighborhoods. In addition, cards are sent to those men, women, 
children, and families that we have been praying for since Christmas.  

 

This bi-yearly ministry of the Stewardship Ministry Team is one way this group 
stewards and holds others in hope.  
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Because of you…..children in our community have food to eat 

at home.  

ALC members continue to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus as they partner with The  Every Meal program to 
provide meals for up to 674 students throughout 
Independent School District #518. They specifically 
deliver ethnically diverse bags of food which are chosen 
by their families. They deliver these bags weekly to 3rd – 
5th grade students at the Worthington Intermediate 
School. These bags contain 4-5 pounds of nutritious, 
non-perishable food including a variety of fruits, 
vegetables, proteins, grains, and soups/entrees. Thank 

you to the following volunteers who put their time and effort  into ensuring that these 
students have nutritious food at home; Lori Dudley, Judy and Arnie Fischer, Dennis and 
Dee Hale, Lois Harberts, Les Johnson, Karla Kirkeby, Mavis Sandstrom, Beve and Jerry 
Vajgrt, Lyle and Connie Voss, Marcia Basche, Jean Bastian, Kris Besel, Gary and Mary 
Brandt, Donna Cargin, Pastor Jeremy Hallquist, Harlan and Pam Handevidt, Sharon 
Johansen, Marchelle Jorgenson, John and Tammy Koller, Kieth and Marj Olson, Lisa 
and Mike Peterson, Karen Pfeifer, and Mike Stoll.  

Stewardship Corner 

The night of Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples. He rose from the table, got a basin of water, 

and proceeded to wash his disciples’ feet. They were embarrassed, for this was the task of a 

servant, not their Lord. But he insisted. We, stewards, must ask ourselves if we, too, are willing to 

do the lowly, the distasteful, the unappreciated, even the misunderstood  

in order to fulfill Christ’s command, “Feed My Sheep” (John 21:17) 

March is Manna Food Pantry Drive: March is here, which means it is time for us to help 
restock the shelves of the pantry. American Lutheran will again be 
participating in the month-long drive to help the pantry continue its 
important work in the community as we care for our neighbors. 
Again this year, our gifts to the pantry will be matched by the 
Worthington Regional Health Care Foundation with a dollar-for-
dollar match.  What a blessing to see our gifts double! 
 

Here are some significant facts about the pantry’s work in 2023: 
14,637 individuals were served.   676 households were served. 
176,496 pounds of products were dispensed.   
324 new families have registered in the last six months which 

includes 2,000 people. 
 

When to make your gift:  From February 26–April 6 
 

How to make your gift: 
There is a change this year! The only way to make your gift to the Manna Food Pantry is 
by using the designated envelopes: 1) Found in your March newsletter, 2)Found in the 
baskets at entrances to the sanctuary 

 
Please write your check to American Lutheran Church with “Food Pantry” in the memo 
line. Your gifts will be received until April 6th. Envelopes may be placed in the offering 
plate or given to the church office. Thank you for bringing hope to many through your 
gifts!  together we serve our neighbors with glad and generous hearts. 
 

Stewardship Ministry Team 
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Noisy Offering 
 
The Mission and Ministry 
Team is behind the “Noisy 
Offering” on the 4th Sunday 
of each month.  
 
Donations will be dedicated 
to ALC’s support of the 
Every Meal program served 
weekly at the Intermediate 
School. 
 
Bring your change and 
make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord! 

Lenten Adult Bible Study This Adult Bible study meets on Tuesdays at 1pm in 

the Conference Room. It is lead by Kris Besel. You are invited to join this study at any 

time. It will meet on March 5, 12, and 19.  
 

Genesis to Revelation Bible Study This on-going Adult Bible study meets on 

Tuesdays at 1pm in the Conference Room. It is lead by Kris Besel. This study is in its 

final weeks.  The upcoming sessions are on April 16, 23, 30, May 7, and 14.  

 

Men’s Bible Study This on-going Adult Bible study meets on Tuesdays at 7:45am 

in the Conference Room. Various Books of the Bible and topics related to faithful 

living are explored in depth. Connect with Pr. Jeremy if you are interested in this time 

of fellowship and biblical studies.  
 

Women’s Circles Each month in homes and at church there are several women’s 

Bible Studies held. The Bible study comes for the WELCA monthly magazine called 

Gather. Connect with Kris Besel, Lori Dudley, Shirly Wieme, or Diana Kvilhaug if you 

are interested in joining of these groups for women’s kinship and scripture study. 
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ALC BY THE NUMBERS: 

                 A SNAPSHOT IN TIME 
The report of the monthly budget reflects the income 

and expenses. Changes occur daily.  

This budget is brief overview of our financial gifts to 
God’s church. We continue to meet our fiscal obliga-

tions. Each one of us is encouraged to give to support 
God’s ministries.  

Worship 
Date 

Worship Participants                                    

 8am,  
In-Person                           

10:15am  
In-Person                           

Wed. 
Night 

Online 

as  

2/27 

Jan 28 76 106 48 290 

Feb 4 75 85 NA 278 

Feb 11 80 70 134 & 77 347 

Feb 18 72 86 147 388 

Operating Finances  January,  2024 

Income                                        $27,845.00 

Expenses                                        $35,774.39 

Net Loss                                               $(7,929.39) 

  

Building Debt Reduction Ministry 

Debt as of 1/1/23                      $790,148.37 

Interest paid January 2023                 $2,305.22 

 

Current Building Fund Debt            $321,356.53 

MARCH WORSHIP HELPERS AND LEADERS 

Ushers 8:00 AM (Team 6) Greg Kvilhaug, Scott 
Langerud, Alec Langerud, Pat Remme 

Ushers 10:15 AM (Team 4) Bruce Juber, Marc 
Janssen 

Altar Committee: Judi Hoevet, Connie Voss, 
Karen Pfeifer 

Busy Bag Monitor: Kathy Sackett 

Church Lockup: Paul Hanbury 

Financial Counters (Team 2) Scott & Heidi  

Langerud, Maynard & Jeanene Townswick 

Greeters: 
3rd      8:00- Paul & Marlys Busse 

           10:15- Greg & Barb Raymo 

10th     8:00- Roxann & Alfred Polzine 
            10:15- Paul & Karen Hanbury 

17th     8:00- Gary & Lola Lindquist 

            10:15- Bill & Judi Hoevet 
24th    8:00- Jerry & Kathy Sackett 

  10:15- Gary & Mary Brandt  

31st     8:00- Marv Isder 
            10:15- Mary & Kay Prunty 

Communion Servers: 
3rd     8:00- Bob & Sandy Demuth, Lori Ailts 

           10:15- Roger & Clasine Lester, Judi Hoevet 

10th    8:00- Dave and Brenda Baerenwald, Rod                  
                      Obermoller    

            10:15- Mark & Kay Prunty, Nancy Marco 

17th    8:00- Dennis & Dee Hale, Paul Landberg 
           10:15- Steve & Lori Dudley, Laura Hoffman 

24th    8:00- Harlan & Pam Handevidt,  

                      Russell Obermoller  
 10:15-Greg & Barb Raymo, Jill Cuperus 

31st     8:00- Gordy & Lori Heitkamp, Grant    

                      Sorensen 
           10:15- Mike & Lisa Peterson, Mary Turner 

Thanks for your generosity! 
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& 
Night at the Rink 
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Mission 2024: Harrisburg PA! 

Our 2024 Mission Trip has been posted! Join us June 16-21  (plus 
travel) in Harrisburg Pennsylvania. This trip is open to students 
who have completed 6th grade through 12th graders. Registration is 
on the youth board located in the Fellowship Hall. A $100 deposit 
is due upon sign up to hold your spot. There will be a variety of 
fundraising options available for you to partake in. The money 
earned goes to your family account and can be used to help pay for 
the trip.  

Payment Schedule:  
- Deposit of $100 due asap to hold your space. This is refundable 
until January 3rd.  
- First Payment of $150 due on January 29th, 2024 
- Mid Payment of $200 due April 10th, 2024 
- Final Payment due June 2nd, 2024 
- Student accounts can be used to pay any of these payments. Once 
a payment is made, it is nonrefundable.  

 

Confirmation Ministry–  
Lenten Expectations March Confirmation Schedule: 

 

• Mar 6: Lenten Supper/Worship/
Faith Formation 

 

• Mar 13: Lenten Supper/Worship/

Faith Formation 
 

 

• Mar 20: Lenten Supper/Worship/
Faith Formation 

 

 
• Mar 27: NO Faith Formation 

Why is it important for young 

people to be present during Lent? 

This is a question I was asked as 

people wondered why make Lent 

a priority? How many of us 

wished that we had the perfect 

story of life? The house, the 2.5 

kids, and the family pet. Yet, for 

many people, life doesn’t always 

go that way. Life rarely plays out 

in the perfect way that we are 

taught and brought up to believe 

it should go.  

 

 

Lenten faith stories invite us into 

the world of those around us. 

They help shape and open us to 

opportunities to worship and walk 

through the experiences of life 

with the openness that life is 

worth the hard days.  

 

We hope you will join your kids 

in hearing about what God is up 

to, and the realness of life that 

happens when we live together in 

community. Come hear and share 

the life found in Christ this 

season! ~Pastor Jeremy 

Easter Saturday: Help Needed 

I am looking for some help on the Saturday before Easter Sunday. 
We are planning on sharing a fun message of Jesus but I need a few 
volunteers to help make this possible. If you are willing to help for a 
few hours, I will bring the pizza! We will meet Saturday, March 
30th from 5-7pm. Please reach out to Pastor Jeremy for this ridicu-
lous idea and a chance to have some fun! All ages are welcome to 
join us! 
 
I can’t give away all of the secrets yet, but I promise it’ll make  
Easter Sunday a joy!  
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