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Special points of interest 

• Holy Week 

• Community Kids Camp 

• Prayer Chain 

These past weeks of Lent, we have dwelled in God’s 

Word in one unique and miraculous story: the feeding of 
the multitudes with donated bread, fish, and Jesus’ 

blessings. Now we turn our attention with the crowds, the 

12 disciples, and Jesus’ family and friends to his final 
days on earth. We walk with Jesus to stand beneath his 

cross.  

You are invited to pay attention to how the small table in 
front of the Altar is set for each of the worship services 

during Holy Week. How does the table connect with our 

actions and attitudes of feeding Jesus as we minister with 
and for others? How might our walk with Jesus to the 

cross transform our food sharing ministries?  

Consider taking one of the Faith 5 Cross bags and 

devotional guides home with you or for a family member 
or friend. This faith practice is for each season of life. See 

you in church and around our community!  

April 2023 
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Sanford Hospice | Volunteers 
This article is worth repeating. It first appeared a recent Messenger. There are so many 
in our community that benefit from the services of hospice care. Consider being the 
hands and feet of Christ by serving in this vital ministry.  
 
Sanford Hospice is seeking volunteer visitors to join our team.  Our Volunteers provide 
emotional support to patients and families during their last journey of life.  
Sanford Hospice serves people in wherever the person calls home – private homes, 
retirement homes, assisted livings and nursing homes.  Volunteers are needed in all of 
these areas to add that ‘non clinical’ care.  Who doesn’t need someone to visit with 
who can share laughter and joy, listen to concerns, hold hands, and understand tears 
and fears?      
 
If interested contact:  
Brenda L. Hansel 
Volunteer Coordinator Sanford Hospice 
2710 W 12th Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Office 605-312-5500    
Cell 605-413-5391 
Brenda.hansel@sanfordhealth.org 
 

“If we listen and observe carefully the dying can teach us important things that 
we need to learn in preparing for the end of our own life's journey.”  
― Robert L. Wise, Crossing the Threshold of Eternity: What the Dying Can Teach 

With Gratitude and Thanksgiving. . .  One of our own, Rich Besel, walks among us, 

often calling us to prayer and laughter. He encourages us to sing and serve. Since I 
first began my call in September of 2020, Rich has been a companion along the way, a 

minister of Christ walking beside me and others as we traveled the pathways out of the 

pandemic and into the future God is preparing for us.  
 

Rich has served God and God’s church in two distinct ways since January of 2021. 

First, he has called people and family listed in our weekly bulletin for prayers during 
worship. Second, he has prayed for these people and others during the Tuesday noon 

hour. The plan has always been “that when we get the associate pastor, Anne,” then. . 

.. . I can...Rich would say….to me. The time has come. Pr. Jeremy has his feet on the 
firmly on the ground. Rich will be ending his Tuesday ministries of calling and time of 

prayer on April 11. He will continue as one of the members of the Befrienders 

Leadership Team. His gifts are needed in this program that serves ALC  so very well.  

 
Well done, Good and Faithful Servant of Christ, may the road ahead of you, of us, be gentle, 

with the winds of grace brushing our faces as the warmth of sunshine heals our souls.  

~ Pr. Anne Hokenstad 
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Manna Food Pantry  

New Prayer Ministry 

 
You are invited into a congregational wide prayer ministry called “The Prayer Chain.” 

This ministry involves being available to receive a prayer request via a text message, 

keeping the request confidential, and sharing the request with the next person in the 
prayer chain. The prayer chain starts with Pastor Anne and ends with Pastor Jeremy. 

There will be an informational gathering on Sunday, April 23 at 9:30am in the 

Gathering Space between worship services. You can sign up by speaking or emailing 
one of the pastors.  

The month long 
donation drive 

continues to April 7th. 
   

This year our gifts to 
the pantry will be 
matched by the  

 
Worthington Regional 

Health Care 
Foundation 

 
with a dollar for dollar 

match.    
 

Thank you for your 
generous support. 

 
~from the Stewardship 

Committee. 

 

 

Adult Bibles Studies resume on April 18— May 10. This 

includes the Tuesday and Wednesday classes.  A schedule 
for the topics to be discussed can be found at the Welcome 

Center or in the Church Office during regular hours.  

 
Sunday Adult Faith Formation resumes on April 23. 

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 

your heart. (Jeremiah 29:13)”  



 

 

As a general rule, if 

District #518 cancels 

school or dismisses early, 

due to inclement 

weather, ALC events and 

programming for that 

day/evening, will also be 

cancelled. If poor 

weather conditions begin 

later in the day, a 

decision to cancel/

postpone will be made as 

early as possible. 

Members will be notified 

by email and/or text and 

the notice will be posted 

to Facebook.  

Inclement weather on 

Sundays could result in 

the cancellation of 

worship and/or Faith 

Formation. Members will 

be notified by email and/

or text and the notice will 

be posted to Facebook.   
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Inclement Weather  
Because of You…volunteers serve in the Church Office  
 
The ministries of ALC invite the participation of lay members in many 
meaningful ways.  That’s not a new fact.  We know that our staff 
relies on willing members.  What IS new is the opportunity for lay 
volunteers to serve as “Church Office Volunteers.”  Perhaps you 
have already met one of these helpful members if you’ve stopped in 
person or called the church office during the day.   
 
Who can be an office volunteer and what do they do? 
An office volunteer is a member of the congregation who is willing to 
commit to being present and available at the front counter one 
morning a week and work under the guidance of our Office 
Manager, Kelly Henkels. The most important task of an office 
volunteer is to be attentive to telephone calls and visitors coming 
into the office.  They answer the phone, take messages, greet 
members and guests, receive deliveries and answer questions when 
possible.  The volunteer often serves as the first “face” of the office.  
Sometimes they help out in additional ways as requested, such as 
putting on labels, cutting, stuffing inserts, proofreading, updating 
contact information and more.  Often they have time to read a book 
or catch up on personal business while being attentive to the phone 
and the door.   
 
Knowing that the front office counter is staffed with a friendly 
greeter, Kelly as Office Manager can focus her attention on other 
duties while in her nearby office.  She is able to concentrate on 
bulletin and newsletter preparations, emails, staff meetings and 
other communications with staff, mailings, phone calls and 
miscellaneous business tasks.  Kelly is also able to move about the 
building as necessary knowing that a capable volunteer is in the 
office.   
Currently three members serve in the role of Church Office 
Volunteers – Kris Besel (Tuesday mornings), Mary Brandt 
(Wednesday mornings) and Pam Handevidt (Thursday mornings).  
They commit to being in the office as many mornings as they 
possibly can.  We greatly appreciate their presence!  Kris, Mary and 
Pam, THANK YOU for your dedication and service to ALC! 
 
Perhaps you would like to be a Monday morning office volunteer 
from 9:00-12:00?  There is a spot for you!  Please call Kelly if you 
have questions.  (376-5264)  Thanks! 
 
From the Stewardship Committee 
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LUTHERAN WOMEN 
 April 2023 

Summer Salad Event 
 

June 22, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 

Special Speaker—Jill Koopman—”Growing through Adversity” 

More Information coming soon. 

REDO, RENEW, REJOICE  
The 2023 SWMN Synodical Women of the ELCA Convention 

will be held on Friday, May 5, 2023 at Shetek Lutheran Minis-

tries, 14 Keely Island Drive, Slayton, MN.  Registration starts 

at 9:00 a.m. and the convention concludes around 3:00 p.m.  

All women are invited to attend this inspiring convention!  

Rev. Heather Culuris, SWMN Synod Staff Liaison to our Synodi-

cal Board, will serve as Convention Chaplain, and will be lead-

ing worship.  Special speaker during the afternoon session will 

be Katie Chapman from the Shetek Environmental Learning 

Center.  The convention also includes a business session and 

we are encouraged to have one voting delegate.  Also, wom-

en who will be first time convention visitors and who wish to 

learn about the Women of the ELCA are encouraged to apply 

for a scholarship that will cover all costs, with the exception of 

travel expenses.  An application for first time visitors must be 

submitted by April 1.  All other registration is due by April 22, 

with a fee of $35.00 (which includes registration, noon lunch-

eon and coffee time).  There will not be a collection of In Kind 

Offerings this year, but we are encouraged to fill out a form 

reporting any projects/donations  we have done throughout 

the year.  Please see Kris Besel or Diana Kvilhaug for more 

details and registration information. 

God’s Gardening Tools 

“For the earth is the Lord’s and all it contains”   
1 Corinthians 10:26 

 
The annual Spring Gathering of the Shetek Conference Women of 

the ELCA will be held on Saturday, April 22nd at American Luther-

an Church in Windom, MN.  The day begins with registration and 

coffee at 9:30 a.m. followed by the gathering at 10:00 a.m.  Fea-

tured speaker will be Katie Chapman, Environmentalist at Shetek 

Lutheran Ministries.  She is passionate about guiding people of all 

ages to think about their roles in caring for our earth to protect the 

environment for generations to come.  Devotions, singing and a 

business meeting to elect officers will complete the morning.  A 

catered luncheon will be served at noon to end this inspirational 

gathering.  Due to the catered luncheon, we are asked to RSVP by 

April 15th.  Cost for registration and lunch will be $12.  Please see 

Kris Besel or Diana Kvilhaug for RSVP information.  (Snow date will 

be Saturday, April 29.) 

Ecumenical Lenten Luncheon 
 

On Thursday, March 2nd, American Lutheran Church was host to 

the noon community Lenten Worship Service and Luncheon.  

After the brief worship service, 45 attendees were served a meal 

of BBQ’s, salads and bars.  Thank you so much to all who helped 

with the meal by donating food, working in the kitchen and 

serving the meal to make this a meaningful event! 

Dates for Your Calendar 

•Saturday, April 22nd  – Shetek Conference Women of 

the ELC Spring Gathering at American Lutheran 

Church in Windom, MN 

•Friday, May 5th – SWMN Synodical Organization Women 

of the ELCA Convention at Shetek Lutheran Ministries 

•Thursday, June 22nd – Summer Salad Buffet 

•September 19-24 – Triennial Convention of the Women 

of the ELCA at Phoenix, AZ 

Twelfth Triennial Convention of the Women of the 

ELCA 

September 19-24, 2023 are the dates for the Triennial 

Convention of the Women of the ELCA to be held in Phoe-

nix, AZ.  The theme for this inspiring event is “JUST 

LOVE”.  The Convention begins with a business meeting 

held September 19-21, followed by the Gathering Septem-

ber 21- 24.  Lutheran Women has allocated funds in their 

budget to help cover expenses for anyone who would 

like to attend.  Please see Kris Besel or Diana Kvilhaug for 

information on registration and the Gathering. 

Next Lutheran Women’s Board Meeting 

Monday, May 8th  at 4:30  

School “Resupplies” Project 
A total of 2,385 school supplies ranging from Crayola Crayons 

to Kleenex to black dry erase markers were collected and divid-

ed between Prairie Elementary and the Intermediate School to 

help resupply items that have been depleted midway through 

the school year.  Thanks to Pam & Harlan Handevidt and Diana 

Kvilhaug, who delivered the items to very grateful teachers 

and administrators on Tuesday, February 21st! 

Thank you, Mobil Meals Delivery Team 
Thanks so much to all who helped deliver Mobile Meals and to 

Jeanne Goettsch and Margaret Willardson for organizing this 

very important ministry. 



Let the Pastors Know. . .  

In today’s world of 
privacy laws, it is 
essential to let Pastor 
Anne and Pastor Jeremy 
know directly if you are 

 

• In the hospital 

• Need conversation 

• Want to share a 
prayer 

• Talk about matters of 
life and faith.  

 

It is not uncommon for 
each of the pastors to 
hear in a given month, 
“you did not visit me.”   

We can only visit when 
you (preferably) or one 
of your family members 
tell us you would like a 
visit or a pastoral 
conversation or home 
communion.  

If the pastors hear 
rumors of illness or 
hospitalization, they can 
“check-in” but cannot 
directly ask you or your 
family about your health.  

  

Here are mobile numbers 
for each pastor:  

Pr. Anne 608-469-9688 

Pr. Jeremy 612-201-6382 

 

Please put their phone 
numbers in your  contact 
list so that they are not 
flagged as “spam.” 
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On Sunday, April 2 at the 8:00am Service, we will be giving a 

blessing of “Farewell and Godspeed” to Joanne and Dale 
Carlson. The Carlson’s are moving to Fargo, ND in early 

April. All are welcome to come forward for a blessing of 

laying on of hands at the end of the worship service.  

April 23 is the day we will celebrate “Rogation Sunday.” At the 

end of worship, we will head out into the parking lot to bless 
pickup and tractors and trailers, and planters. You are invited 

to drive or bring your farm implements for spring planting for a 

blessing following each worship service. Questions? Connect 
with one of the pastors.  

On Sunday, April 16, at both worship services, the 2023 

Council members will be installed. Out-going members 
will be recognized as well. At the March Council meeting 

the follow members were elected to hold the following 

positions as officers for this year:  
 

Congregational President: David Nerem 

Vice-President: Craig Pfeifer 
Treasurer—Greg Raymo 

Secretary—Karmel Holinka. 

 
The Executive Committee meets on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 6:30pm. The Church Council meets on 

the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30pm. Both 

meetings take place in the Conference Room in the new 
edition.  

 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such 
good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 
things and above all things, may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen  
 

—Book of Common Prayer 



God, bless the work of my hands, may it bring joy to the wearer and 
peace to the crafter. May the person who receives this shawl feel 
your loving embrace. May this shawl be a tangible prayer and 
blessing. Amen"  
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Prayer Shawl Schedule 

Hello, families, 
 
For those of you registering to attend Shetek summer 
camps*, please note that ALC will reimburse you for half 
of your child’s fee. Here’s how it works: 

 
1. Register your child for camp and pay the total fee. 
 
2. Turn in your receipt(s), showing your total payment(s), to the church office (via 
email, or stop in).  
 
3. American Lutheran church will send  you a reimbursement check for half of your 
paid fee(s).  

 
*For Confirmation students, attending Confirmation Camp (DATES TBD), there is NO 
fee. American Lutheran Church handles registrations and fees for these students.  
 
If you have any questions or need clarification, please contact the church office, Pastor 
Jeremy, or Kristin Appel.  
 

Register for Summer Camp @ Shetek 

  

April: No gathering at Church 
May 

 Tuesday, May 16 @ 6:30pm 

 Wednesday, May 17 @ 1:00pm 
 

In May, a summer schedule will be shared. Watch the 

church website calendar for updates.  



A central gathering space and information 

center, to welcome members and visitors, 

was envisioned. The staff began conversation 

with leaders and the need was determined.  

What can you find at the Welcome Center? 

• Name Tags  

• Sign-up sheets for ministry events not 

related to food ministry (Food ministry 

sign-ups will be near the tables used for 

serving). 

• QR Codes for confirmation/worship notes, 

online and text-to-give options, and  other 

ministry items. 

All worshippers are encouraged to use doors 

A, B, and C for worship services on Sundays.  

Though door D is a favorite entrance for 

many, we hope you'll consider coming 

through door C from the south parking lot. 

You can stop by the stewardship kiosk, the 

Welcome Center, and visit with folks who are 

coming to church from the north and east 

doors.  See the church from a new 

perspective.  
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Children & Family 

This summer, we are partnering with area churches  

to provide a community-building VBS experience.  
To donate (to offset the cost of food/supplies), simply make checks payable to: 

American Lutheran Church – Parish Ed. (Memo line: VBS Donation).  

Thank you for your continued support of children’s programming. 
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                                            Practicing Faith5 at Home 
              
               We invite you to practice Faith5 in your 
                   home in the coming days.  What does that 
      look like? Take time to share your highs and 
      lows, all the good things, and challenging 
      things that happen in your week. Read  
      scripture together (weekly helps below). 
Talk about where God shows up in your highs and lows and connect it to scripture. 
Pray together. Prayer doesn’t have to be perfect, just a conversation with a friend. 
End your day with a blessing. (Jesus Loves You, and so do we!)  
 
 Scripture week 1: John 3:16-17 
 Scripture week 2: Psalm 121 
 Scripture week 3: Isaiah 41:10 
 Scripture week 4: Romans 8:28 
 
As always if you have questions,  please let Pastor Jeremy know if you have any 
questions or are struggling to get this going in your home.  

May 3rd - 507 Night at American Lutheran American Lutheran will be hosting our May 507 night! Join us for Piz-
za, games, and worship with other youth from our community. 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

May 21st - Senior Sunday Calling all SENIORS! You are invited to join us for Senior Recognition Sunday. We want 
to honor your gifts as you go out into the world! So, join us for worship at 10:15 a.m. and refreshments between 
services from 9-10 a.m. 

May 21st - Sunday School Celebration! Preschool-5th grade students celebrate the last day of Sunday school with 
a special project to celebrate our graduating seniors. 

May 24th - Senior Baccalaureate Service Save the date for our Senior Baccalaureate Worship service. More de-
tails to come. 

May 31, June 21, July 12 - Summer Youth Group Open to 6th-12th graders, and their friends, from 6-8 p.m. 
Events may include water balloons, human foosball, Gaga ball, and slip-and-slide kickball. Location and events 
TBD. 

June 5-8 Community Kids' Camp (VBS) BRAND NEW & coming to a church near you! Where: First United Method-
ist Church When: 5:30 p.m. MEAL / 6-8:30 p.m. CAMP FUN! Who: Preschool-5th grade students RSVP: chil-
dren@worthingtonalc.org (More details to come) 

June 30th- High School Bonfire 9th-12th graders and friends, join us for a bonfire, smores, and a chance to 
"check-in". Bring a lawn chair and some yard games for the night. (6-10 pm.) 

July 14th- 22/23 Mission Charleston, WV 6th- 12th graders will be heading on a mission trip to Charleston, WV. 
There are spaces available. Talk to Pastor Jeremy ASAP! 



April Worship Helpers and Leaders 
 

Ushers 8:00 AM  (Team 1) Paul Landberg, Diane Levine, Lori Glawe, Justin Graff 

Ushers 10:15 AM (Team 2) Lyle Oberloh, Gary Brandt, Megan Prins, Michelle Ebbers 

Financial Counters: (Team 3) Margaret Willardson, Diane Levine, Donna Cargin, Pam 
Handevidt 

Altar Committee: Judi Hoevet, Connie Voss, Kathy Sackett 

Busy Bag Monitor: Kris Besel 

Church Lockup: Dennis Hibma 

Communion Server: 

2nd   8:00 - Connie Voss, Russell Obermoller,  

                   Marcia Bache 

         10:15 - Greg & Barb Raymo, Karen Pfeifer 

9th Sunrise Service- Harlan & Pam Handevidt, Grant 
Sorensen 

9th     8:00 - Mark Shepherd, Dave Nerem, Laura Hoffman 

         10:15 - Bruce & Karen Juber, Linden Olson 

16th   8:00 - Bob & Sandy Demuth 

         10:15 - Mike & Deb Stoll, Mary Turner 

23rd   8:00 - Gordy & Lori Heitkamp, Diana Kvilhaug 

         10:15 - Roger & Clasine Lester, Nancy Marco 

30th    8:00 - Dennis & Dee Hale, Lola Lindquist 

          10:15 - Mark & Kay Prunty, Laura Hoffman 

 

Greeters: 

2nd 8:00 - Connie & Lyle Voss 

 10:15 - Roger & Clasine Lester 

9th 8:00 - Mike & Lisa Peterson 

 10:15 - Dennis & Gloria Hibma 

16th 8:00 - Steve & Lori Dudley 

 10:15 - Gary & Mary Brandt 

23rd 8:00 - Vern & Val Correll 

            10:15 - Shirley Rempel 

30th     8:00- Marv Isder 

 10:15- Mark & Kay Prunty 

 
Worship 

Date 
Worship  

Participants 
In-Person 

   8:00 am  10:15 am 

February 26 89 76 

March 5 82 53 

March 12 70 60 

March 19 86 52 

February Monthly Donations 

Gift Card Income         $       4,050.00 

Parish Ed Income         $           350.00 

Youth Fund Income        $           600.00 

Hospitality Income                   $        1,593.87    

Box 1 Income         $      28,411.00 

Box 1 Income-Non Synod        $        2,700.00  

Box 2 Income         $      15,917.70 

Thrivent Donations                  $           325.00 

Box 3 Income         $           637.00 

EJ Schol/ALC Schol/Col Learn  $          125.00 

Meals               $          480.00 

Holiday Offering                    $             93.00 

Lutheran Women          $          327.00 

Reimb Expenses          $          300.00 

Food Shelf                                  $             50.00 

      Operating Finances January,  2023 

Income            $    55,959.57 

Expenses            $    86,416.18 

Net Loss                 $     30,456.61 

  

Debt as of 1/1/22             $   790,148.37 

Interest paid December 2022    $       2,428.24 

Current Building Fund debt         $  661,448.37 
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