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Annual Meeting Agenda 

February 18, 2024 
 

1. Call to Order       Dave Nerem 

2. Opening Prayer      Pastor Anne Hokenstad 

3. State of Our Church      Pastors and Council President 

-Secretary’s Report  

-Action Item: Approval of 2023 Annual Meeting Minutes 

4. 2023 Financial Report     Marv Isder/ Greg Raymo 

5. Election of Committees 

-Church Council 

-Endowment Committee  

-Synod Assembly Delegates 

6. New Business 

-Ratification of the Proposed Updated Constitution and Bylaws    Craig Pfeifer 

-Adoption of the 2023 Budget                              Marv Isder/ Greg Raymo 

-Building Campaign/ Mortgage                              Greg Raymo 

7. Adjournment                                 Dave Nerem 

8. Benediction                                 Pastor Jeremy Hallquist 
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American Lutheran Church 

Beginning a Meeting 

CALL TO PRAYER 

(The meeting leader, or the person responsible for devotions, begins the meeting by 
having someone light a candle and then reading the following prayerfully.) 

 

Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in      
darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

 

Lord Jesus, you also promise that where two or three come together in your name, you 
are there with them. The light of this candle symbolizes your presence among us now. 

 

And, Lord Jesus, where you are, there too are the Father and the Holy Spirit. So we, 
your disciples, begin our meeting in the presence and in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

(The devotion leader continues with devotions, including prayer. The candle remains lit 
throughout the meeting to indicate the presence of our Light, Jesus.) 

 

Ending a Meeting 

CALL TO MISSION 

(A brief closing prayer is in order, followed by the leader reading the following.) 

 

We disciples conclude our meeting by listening to Jesus say to us what he said to his 
first disciples in his Sermon on the Mount: 

 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting 
a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

(The candle is extinguished; then the leader continues.) 

 

The light of this candle is now extinguished. But the light of Christ in each of us must 
continue to shine in our lives. Toward this end we pray together the Lord’s Prayer:  
“Our Father …” 
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American Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 

11:30am 

 

Call to Order:  11:31am by Council President Craig Pfeifer 

Determination of Quorum: Over 50 people in attendance in person or on zoom 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jeremy Hallquist 

State of Our Church:  Council President Craig Pfeifer 

ALC has had a great year and within that year there has been many changes and difficulties that the church 

has had to face but we were able to adapt and make appropriate changes. ALC has shown support, grati-

tude, generosity, and giving. 

Council President would like to thank the congregation and council for allowing him to serve as President 

for the past 2 years.  Craig will stay on the council for 1 more year but his role as President is up. 

Motion to Approve 2023 Annual Meeting Agenda:  Motion by Paul Langseth, 2nd by Steve Dudley. Unani-

mously approved, motion carries. 

Secretaries Report:  Motion to approve 2022 Annual meeting minutes- Motion by Dave Nerem, 2nd by Rich 

Besel, unanimously approved, motion carries. 

Treasurer’s Report: Greg Raymo-Thank you to congregation for the financial support they have given, espe-

cially in reducing the building fund/loan. Thank you to Marv Isder and Sandy Demuth for their work in man-

aging the movement of the funds of ALC. 

2022 Financial Report-presented by Marv Isder 

Box 1 

Total Revenues: $ 467,882.16   Total Expenses: $461,740.25    Net Profit: $6,426.91 

Box 2 

Debt Balance as of 1/1/2022:  $1,013,506.08   Interest Paid in 2022: $28,698.23   Direct payments to loan:  

$223,357.71   Debt balance as of 12/31/2022:  $790,148.37   To date the debt balance: $661,448.00 
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Box 3 

Income: $18,157.84   Contributions: $16,454.83    Ending Balance in account: $1,703.01 

Funds sent in supports local projects in our community. This year financial contributions were made towards 

the following projects: Love Inc., Helping Hands Pregnancy Center, Shetek Lutheran Camp, Project Morning 

Star, and ELCA World Hunger. 

Motion to approve 2022 Financial Report as corrected: motion by Paul Langseth, 2nd by Harlan Handevidt. 

Unanimously approved, motion carries. 

Election of Committee Members: 

Church Council: Mike Marquardt, Mark Prunty, Jared Ahlers, Karmel Holinka, and Greg Kvilhaug 

Endowment Committee: Verne Correll and Grant Sorensen 

Synod Assembly Voting Members:  Brenda Baerenwald, Gary Brandt, Mary Brandt, Donna Cargin, Arvid Niel-

sen with alternates of Gary and Lola Lindquist. 

No further nominations from the floor past 3 times 

Motion to approve committee members: motion by Harlan Handevidt, 2nd by Dave Nerem. Unanimously ap-

proved, motion carries. 

New Business: 

2023 Budget: Presented by Marv Isder 

To date the loan balance is $661,448.00.  The loan balance is constantly changing as donations come in and we 

are paying down as rapidly as possible.   

Line 1: Increased by 5% for general giving 

Line 7: This has been simplified from multiple headings to 1 heading and it is all inclusive to the staff.  This year 

all salaries will have a 5% increase per synod compensation guidelines except for the office staff which will be 

2.5% due to coming on later in the calendar year. 

Line 21: Insurance is projected to increase so included a 10% increase. 

Line 22: Since we have recently done boiler repairs in 2022, we kept the budget around what we spend for 

2022 and did not increase by 5% 

Line 24:  Trying to decrease the amount that is spend by using the liquid ice removal less but this will all be 

dependent on the weather. 

Line 30: Due to the cost of natural gas we are planning on a 10% increase in cost. 
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VISION STATEMENT OF AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH                             
American Lutheran Church is a faith based Community doing God’s work in God’s world. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT OF AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

American Lutheran Church’s mission is centered on our common ministry in which we grow 
our community of faith through worship, study, fellowship, and serving beyond  

ourselves as God has directed us. 

Line 31: Due to the cost of utilities we are planning on a 5% increase in cost. Tried to reach out to the cities 

utilities but they had not had their budget meeting yet so were not able to give an estimated increase. 

No questions or further discussion at this time 

Motion to approve 2023 Budget: motion by Nancy Marco, 2nd by Harlan Handevidt. Unanimously approved, 

motion carries. 

Building Campaign/Mortgage: presented by Greg Raymo 

ALC renewed their mortgage note for another 3 year at 4.5% last year and will renew again in 2025.  It is likely 

that in 2025 if the mortgage is not paid off we will likely see a significant increase to the mortgage interest 

rate. 

Recognitions and Gratitude’s: 

Thank you to the accounting volunteers: Marv Isder and Sandy Demuth for all their hard work they put into 

the budget each year.  Thank you to Jonathan Horn our IT person that will be graduating from school, he will 

be close enough to continue helping ALC out with all our IT needs.  Thank you to the office and staff volun-

teers who continue to help the pastors and take a load off their shoulders.  We currently have 70 to 75 differ-

ent volunteers that are helping the church out in many different ways. 

Lastly, thank you to our current, out-going, and in-coming council members. Special Thanks to those council 

members coming off: Connie Voss, Jay Jensen, Kieth Olson, and Laurie Maras. Thank you to Mark Prunty for 

agreeing to another 3 years. 

Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn at 12:17pm by Greg Raymo, 2nd Marj Olson. Unanimously approved, motion carries. 

Benediction:   Pastor Jeremy Hallquist 

Special thanks from Pastor Jeremy to the congregation and the wonderful staff that the ALC has. 



12 

CHURCH PERSONNEL - 2023 

Anne Hokenstad ...................... Lead Pastor  

Jeremy Hallquist  ............... Associate Pastor 

Sylvia Andersen……...Director of Worship & Music 

Kristin Appel..Children & Family Ministry Coordinator 

Kelly Henkels……………………..Office Manager 

Sandy Demuth……..Accounts & Book Keeper 

Marv Isder……………………Financial Secretary 

Nobles County DAC………………….Custodians 

Craig Pfeifer…………………………  Maintenance 

Karen Pfeifer .......Volunteer Ministries Coordinator 

Sylvia Andersen .................. Pianist/Organist 

Cindy Anderson ............................... Pianist 

Sherri Isder ..................................... Pianist 

Rich Besel ............................ Choir Director 

Louise Clausen……………….Bell Choir Director 

 

TV & Sound 

Craig Pfeifer, Jeff Carroll, Sandy Demuth,  

Jonathan Horn 

ALTAR 

Diana Kvilhaug ........................ Chairperson 

Diane Levine Deb Stoll 

Karen Pfeifer   Sue Rose 

Marj Olson  Shirly Wieme 

Judi Hoevet  Kathy Sackett 

Connie Voss   

BUDGET/FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Marv Isder (2024) ....................... Treasurer 

Dave Nerem(2024)... ................... President  

Craig Pfeifer (2024)……..……………. Past Pres 

Greg Raymo (2024) ................. Council Rep 

Scott Langerud (2025) 

Pastor (ex officio) 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Anne Hokenstad……………………...Lead Pastor  

Jeremy Hallquist………………..Associate Pastor 

Dave Nerem (2024)...................... President 

Craig Pfeifer(2025) ................ Vice President 

Karmel Holinka (2026) .................. Secretary 

Greg Raymo (2024)…………………...Treasurer 

Mike Marquardt (2024) 

Monica Horn (2024) 

Mike Peterson (2024) 

Jill Cuperus (2025) 

Sarah Anderson (2025) 

Mark Prunty (2026) 

Greg Kvilhaug (2026) 

Jared Ahlers (2026) 

 

ENDOWMENT 

Randy Thompson (2023)..Chairperson/Treasurer 

Craig Pfeifer (2024)  ................. Council Rep 

Bruce Juber (2024) 

Bob Demuth (2025) 

Tammy Koller (2025) 

Verne Correll (2026) 

Grant Sorensen (2026) 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Pastors 

Dave Nerem………………….Council President          

Craig Pfeifer.…………..Council Vice President 

Karmel Holinka………………Council Secretary                  

Greg Raymo………………....Council Treasurer 
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LIBRARY BOARD 

Shirly Wieme (2024) ................ Chairperson 

Shirley Rempel (2025) 

Kris Besel (2025) 

Martha Naab (2025) 

Pat Remme (2025) 

 

MAINTENANCE 

Craig Pfeifer (2024) ...................... Co-Chair 

Jay Jensen (2024)……………………….Co-Chair 

Dave Nerem (2024) ..................Council Rep 

Dave Baerenwald (2024) 

Les Johnson (2024) 

Bruce Juber (2024) 

Lyle Voss (2024) 

Harlan Handevidt (2024) 

Arvid Nielsen (2024) 

 

MISSION & MINISTRY TEAM 

Pam Handevidt (2024)………………….Co-Chair  

Steve Dudley (2024)…………………….Co-Chair 

Monica Horn (2024) ..................Council Rep 

Paul Langseth (2024) 

Kieth Olson (2024) 

Lisa Peterson (2024) 

Kathy Harbert (2025) 

Deb Anderson (2025) 

Jeff Carroll (2025) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOMINATING 

Dave Nerem (2024)…………………..President 

Nancy Marco (2024) 

Grant Sorensen (2024) 

 

PERSONNEL 

Dave Nerem (2024).......... Council President 

Craig Pfeifer (2024)  .............. Past President 

Bob Demuth (2026) ………………………...Chair 

Lori Dudley (2024) 

Pastors (ex officio) 

Treasurer– Available for financial Advice 

 

SCHOLARSHIP - American Lutheran   

Kris Besel (2024) ............................... Chair 

Jesse Flynn (2024) ...................... Treasurer 

Clasine Lester (2024) ................... Secretary 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP - Etta Janssen Memorial 

Linden Olson (2024) .......... Chair / Treasurer 

Dave Nerem (2024).................. Council Rep 

Nancy Marco (2024) 

Kieth Olson (2024) 

Karen Juber (2024) 

Arvid Nielsen (2024) 

 

SPLASH 

Shirly Wieme 

Kristin Appel (staff laison) 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Connie Wienrank (2025)………...Chair/Secretary 

Karen Pfeifer ............................... L.W./V.C. 

Kathy Sackett (2024) 

Lori Ailts (2025) 

Karla Kirkeby (2025) 

Pat Remme (2025) 

Melissa Jensen (2025) 

Pastors 

 

 

 

IT Team 

Sylvia Andersen  Jeff Carroll  

Jonathan Horn                           Craig Pfeifer 

 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Karen Pfeifer 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Diana Kvilhaug (2024) ........ Chair/Treasurer 

Shauna Carroll (2024) . Choir Rep/ President 

Dan Horn (2024) ................... Bell Choir Rep 

Aubrey Anderson (2024) 

Shirly Wieme (2025) 

Mary Turner (2024) 

Sherri Isder (2025) 

Organists / Pianists (ex officio) Sylvia Andersen,  

Cindy Anderson, Sherri Isder 

Choir Directors (ex officio) Rich Besel, Louise Clausen 

Mike Petersen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY TEAM 

Kristin Appel ................................... Advisor 

Kile Behrends (2024) 

Kara Honius (2024) 

Sarah Browen (2024) 

Sheena Eidhammer (2024) 
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Report of ALC Council - President Dave Nerem  

 

 Let me begin with a heartfelt Thank You to our entire church staff. Pastors Anne 
and Jeremy, Kelly, Kristin, Sylvia, Marv and Sandy. Your hard work and dedication make 
this church a warm and caring place.  

 Also, I want to express a Thank You as well to all the outgoing council members. 
Mike Petersen, Monica Horn and Mike Marquardt. All have made significant 

contributions during their terms. I also have sincere appreciation for Craig Pfeifer and 
Greg Raymo for volunteering for another 3 year term on the council. Their leadership 
embraces the vision of ALC.  

 I view 2023 as a wave continuing to roll forward. Churches across the nation of all 
denominations continue to struggle to realign themselves for post COVID growth. In my 
mind, ALC has done very well in this aspect. Currently with 2 pastors on staff, I see 

Gods work being done. We the council have also advocated for a full time Youth Director 
position. This has been somewhat difficult to fill, but we are continually moving forward 
to make this happen. Hopefully, this will be accomplished in 2024 with a lot of prayers 
and support. Council recognizes the importance of this for the youth inside the walls of 
this church.  

 I am so amazed and grateful for all the volunteers of ALC. Things that come to my 
mind are, Meals on Wheels, Every Meal Program, Ushers, Communion Servers, Lunch 

and Supper Servers, Worship Leaders, Music Leaders, Coffee Servers. Also, those who 
help at weddings and funerals. The list is endless. This is an example of Gods Work Our 
Hands! I urge all members to be involved and say yes when asked. In the end, you will 
know in your heart that you made a difference.  

 Continued success of our church in 2024 is exciting. We all need to step forward 
and go where God is calling us. Let’s all continue to pray and provide the necessary 

Time, Talents and Financial support so future generations may enjoy this church as we 
have had the privilege of doing.  

 In closing, I appreciate the opportunity to serve as Council President this past year. 
I have also gained deep appreciation and life changing experiences though this process. 
2024 will be my final year on Council and I am grateful to have been involved the last 5 
years. I have been enriched by the fellowship and friendship of fellow members.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Dave Nerem  
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To all of God’s beloved Church, American Lutheran Church in Worthington, MN, who walk in the faith of Jesus as we 
walk with others. Recently, I came across a phrase that captured my imagination as I dwell in God’s Word. The biblical 
commentator was reflecting on Jesus’ action in the Capernaum Synogogue as he preached with a new authority and 
healed a worshipper kept by a destructive spirit. The commentator reflected on how Jesus was living scripture. This past 
year, I have become more aware of how living scripture connects us to God’s promises and grounds us in the present and 
prepares us to move into God’s future for us. 
  
8For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)  
 
2023 began in ways I never imagined. Tending to my dying father with my siblings in 24/7 hospice care was difficult and 
a gift. This was followed by a sinus surgery that came with a two-week recovery timeframe. The first three months of 
2023 were days in which I was separated from you and yet connect through our shared promises of Jesus Christ. It was 
and is a gift that provided healing grace as I mourned and recovered from a surgery that brought more complications early 
in the recovery journey.  
 
22And God has put all things under Jesus’ feet and has made him the head over all things for the church (Eph 1:22)  
 
A vision adopted by the 2021 Church Council has taken hold and we as a congregation are seeing this vision becoming 
real. Congregational structure is vital to us as an organization. Structure has the power to keep a church from vitality or 
nurturing it. Structure is behind our worship, team meetings, faith formation classes, Bible studies, and our mission 
outreach.  
 
In 2021 our congregational structure was a connection of ministry silos divided with the staff and team leaders on one 
side and the clergy and the church council on the other. It is called the “Lay-Staff Centered Model and it comes with 
positives and negatives as do all organizational structures.  
 
This model was one of isolation, which may have worked well in 
another era, In the post-pandemic reality a different structure is 
required to create an organization that was more nimble, adaptive, 
flexible, and focused on developing relationships and ministry within 
and beyond our church walls.  
 
During an April 2021 morning retreat, the church council through 
prayer and discernment lead by Pr. Peggy Hahn, Executive Director of 
LEAD adopted a new structure to aid us as we live out present and live 
into God’s future for us.  
 
The “Collaborative Mission Centered” model of church organization 
(picture on the right) focuses us on Jesus’ faith as we walk with others. 
This has been operational in the background of congregational life. It is 
shared at staff and council meetings. This model has moved from a 
vision that was “holy experiment” to a vision “that is grounded in daily 
reality.” Please take time to compare the two models. Begin to see how 
you as a congregational member and a part of the neighborhood are 
integral to how we at ALC are participating in God’s mission and 
ministry in this place.      
                                                        
During the Cottage Meetings to discuss the findings of the 
Congregational vitality study, I framed the results in these words of 
Paul to the church in Philippi: 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about[d] these things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed 
in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you. (Phil 4:8-9) 

Pastoral Report from the Lead Pastor 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29434d
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After the Cottage Meetings, I tabulated the voting 
from those events. Eighteen of the thirty-six values 
of vitality were named as important. The next step 
was to bring these eighteen values to the church 
council. Together, the council discussed and 
named four values as areas of ministry focus for 
the congregation in 2023, but more for 2024 and 
the next few years. The four values are 1) 
participation of ALC’s members and friends in 
ministry and mission, 2) nurturing relationships 
and spaces of belonging to God and each other, 3) 
fostering faith relationships with and for children 
and youth, 4) being an intentionally vision-driven 
congregation.  
 
Thank you to all who took the survey and 
participated in the  Cottage Meetings in March and 
April of 2024. The Church Council will spend 
time in prayer and discernment at meetings and a 
retreat to begin to connect these values to the work 
we do in Jesus’ name.  
 
The Stewardship Ministry Team and I created the 
2023 stewardship worship series centered on the 
theme from Acts 2: 42-47: Daily they broke bread 
together with glad and generous hearts. Thank 
you to all who are stewarding God’s mysteries of 
good news and grace by completing the yearly 
commitment/pledge form. More members than any 
other year in recent history filled out the form 
indicating that you are invested and committed to 
the ministry and mission pathways of caring for 
the congregation and the neighbors as our vision.  
 
In many ways it seems like the Stewardship 
Season continued into December 2023 and 
January 2024 with the “Double Your Impact” Debt 

Reduction Ministry Campaign. Thank you to the investors that made the matching grant possible. Thank you to all the 
people, both in person and online givers. Thank you to all the first-time givers and those who give often. Together, we 
have made the reality of paying off the debt a reality that is not far off.  
 
You will find throughout this entire annual report stories of ministry. Even work on updating the Constitution and 
Bylaws and our annual budget tell the story of how we walk in Jesus’ faith. Thank you to those provided the leadership 
in these areas.  Most of the stories comes from our own congregation, but there are stories represented from the 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod and the churchwide offices of the Evangelical Church in America. All of these stories 
form a network of how we as a local congregation within the global ELCA are living scripture as Jesus did as he 
walked this earth.  
 
It is a gift and a privilege to serve and walk with you as your lead pastor. I love the work we as God’s church are able to 
do together as we talk about Jesus and how we turn that love into compassion. I give thanks daily for the ministry team 
leaders and Church Council leaders for their faith and dedication to Jesus’ faith. Your partnership in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ keeps God’s promises before me. With deep gratitude, I am aware that our staff makes it possible for me to live 
out my call as pastor in this place: Sylvia Andersen, Kristin Appel, Sandy Demuth, Pastor Jeremy Hallquist, Kelly 
Henkels, and Marv Isder, thanks be to God for you! To the Office Volunteers who weekly care for the staff and those 
who call or stop by the church, thank you. In 2024, may each of you know the deep love of Christ in ways that are 
familiar and those that are surprising! 
 
Pastor Anne M. Hokenstad, D.Min. 
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Associate Pastor Annual Report 

I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert. 

~Isaiah 43:19 

I’ve been spending a lot of time on these words of the prophet Isaiah. “I am about to do a new thing!” It 

has seemed like we have found our joy as a congregation this year and at each turn, new things keep popping 

up. I am grateful for your partnership and for the ways that God has invited each of you into the mission we 

share as people of faith.  As I reflect on this past year there are many joys for which we hold space, many sor-

rows shared in conversation, and many ways that we continue to be church together.  

Wednesday night Faith Formation. We’ve seen an increase in numbers joining us for Wednesday meals. 

Thanks to Karen Pfeifer and the exceptional kitchen crews we’ve increased our numbers of people joining us 

for meals to the upper 70’s. Our confirmation program has welcomed friends of students each week who come 

to learn, share in games and laughter, and make connections with ALC. Some of these new students have even 

come back without their friends!  

Nursing Home ministries continue to flourish. We meet the second Tuesday of the month at Golden 

Horizons and Meadows and average about 15-20 worshippers joining us each month for singing, prayer, a 

message, and Holy Communion. A special thank you to Cindy Anderson and Rich Besel for walking alongside 

these residents and providing their talents so others may have a place to worship. 

The Busker Band has been practicing several times a week and we have added a few new instruments 

to the crew. While they haven’t played as much as we would love, they’ve committed to learning and growing 

together as musicians and cannot wait to add their gifts to our worship life. If you would like to join them, 

please let us know! 

With your generosity, we as a church have walked through nineteen funerals in 2022/23. Thank you to 

the Women of the ELCA and all who have tirelessly worked to provide meals, hospitality through greeting and 

ushering, set up tables and chairs, and all who helped provide a place of refuge in these difficult seasons.  

The staff at ALC is exceptional. Kristin’s leadership has taken off and we’ve seen beautiful programs at 

“The Barn,” and through the community event Journey to Bethlehem, as well the tireless hours she spends 

walking alongside kids each week in Faith Formation. Sylvia keep the heart of Worship at the center of her en-

ergy and coordinates and ensures Sunday mornings go off smoothly, sometimes despite the pastors best ef-

forts! Kelly is the glue that keeps us running smoothly. She continues to coordinate, plan, and create beautiful 

components of worship each week that amaze and surprise us.  

I am grateful for the joy that you all share. You’ve been an incredibly welcoming congregation who has 

opened its doors wide to new ideas. Your willingness to laugh at imperfection, and hold hope in sorrow, is a 

powerful witness to your future. Thank you for being a part of American Lutheran, and for allowing new things 

to bring forth life. We continue to be grateful for your presence, nurturing, and wisdom.  

God is up to new things at American Lutheran. New life is bubbling up around us. As we go forward 

into the future may you perceive new life around you and take the risk of jumping in!  

Peace in Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy Hallquist 
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                                        Report of Altar Committee 

 

The Altar Committee consists of volunteers who prepare the altar for all worship services, weddings and funerals.  
Responsibilities are as follows: 

Fill oil burning candles, replace wicks in candle lighters as needed. 

Prepare baptismal area as needed.  

Do light cleaning of the altar area as needed.  

Change colored altar cloths with the season. 

Help out with special services as needed. 

 

Supplies such as candle oil and baptismal candles and towels are purchased as needed.  Communion supplies includ-
ing wine, wafers cups and kits also are part of the Altar Committee budget. 

 

Volunteer members of the committee are divided into three teams.  Each team is responsible for four months of ser-
vice on a rotating basis throughout the year.   

 

Members of the committee in 2023 were Marj Olson, Karen Pfeifer, Shirly Wieme, Judi Hoevet, Sue Rose, Diane Lev-
ine, Deb Stoll, Connie Voss, Kathy Sackett and Diana Kvilhaug. 

 

Financial Report: 

Beginning balance       $1,600.00  

 

 Altar expense 

  Baptismal supplies   $248.72 

  Liquid paraffin    $147.10 

  Advent candle set   $ 97.90 

 

 Communion expense 

  Wine     $360.98 

  Wafers     $227.63 

  Cups     $150.19 

  Communion sets   $254.93 

 

Total expenses, December 31, 2023     $1,487.45 

 

Ending balance, December 31, 2023     $112.55  
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Report of ALC Endowment Committee 

2023 

Committee Members in 2023 

 

Bob Demuth  Craig Pfeifer 

Verne Correll  Grant Sorenson 

Bruce Juber  Randy Thompson 

 

The committee held a meeting on January 10, 2023.  A review of the ELCA Endowment Fund Pooled Trust Ac-
count was discussed.  It was discussed and decided to not send any in-house funds to the ELCA Pooled ac-
count due to the down markets and the fund was losing value as it had lost $15,692.11 in market value in 
2022 and January 2023.  It was tabled and decided to revisit the destinations of the in-house funds later in 
the year or the first part of 2024.  The current in house account has a balance of $17,254.46 as of December 
31, 2023, including $1,250.00 of funding from the congregation in 2023.   

 

A request by the ALC Sound and Tech committee for a Control System Replacement component costing 
$5,000.00 was discussed and approved by the committee.  

 

The endowment funds are held with ELCA Endowment Pooled Funds and managed by the ELCA Endowment 
Fund Pooled Trust.  The annual performance is listed below for the period 1/1/2023 through 11/30/2023.  

 

ELCA Endowment Fund Pool Trust  

 

Beginning Balance as of January 1, 2023        $91,991.46 

Additions                                                                            $2,934.00 

Withdrawals from Fund                   $ 0.00 

Change in Market Value                                                  $5,291.78 

Ending Balance         $100,217.24 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Endowment Committee 
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ALC  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 

2023 
 

 
 The ALC Library Board continues to support the ministry of our church and its various 
ministries.  These ministries include 1the enrichment of educational programs, enhancing and 
assisting Bible study and BibleLand, 2helping members grow in their faith and the 
understanding of other faiths 3providing information on social issues from a Christian 
perspective, and 4providing spiritual support and assistance to people in times of personal 
need. 
 
 The Library Board members wish to thank the individuals who generously donated 
books to the library throughout the year.  It is most appreciated!  . 
 
 Our goals for 2024 include, expanding our collection of large print and audio 
books ,improving and expanding our library to make more readily assessable to our 
members, and help supporting our youth with DVD's for their fundraisers for mission trips. 
 The members of the library board meet as needed during the year—to improve our 
library. 
 
    

Our expenses for 2023 are $79.46. 
   
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Shirly Wieme,  
Co-chair Library Board 



22 

 
 

 
 Report of Lutheran Women  

 
 Thank you to the women who served as officers of the Lutheran Women this past year: Diana 
Kvilhaug (Secretary), Lori Dudley (Treasurer), Open position -(Mission Action), Diana Kvilhaug and 
Clasine Lester (Mission Community), Karen Pfeifer (Mission Growth), and Shirly Wieme (Recognition). 
These officers along with chairpersons from each of the circles made up our Executive Committee which met 
the six regular scheduled times throughout the year in January, March, May, July, September, and November 
in person. Lutheran Women’s Circles met monthly for Bible study and fellowship.  
  
 Our Congregation: 2023 brought back normal committee responsibilities. Our many committees 
served American Lutheran by preparing the altar for worship, making banners, filling busy bags, coordinating 
the altar flower program, preparing and serving funerals, and maintaining the kitchen. We celebrated 
confirmands with a gift, the high school graduates with flowers, and continued financial support of the youth 
programs. We helped with ALC Youth Mission Trip, Bible School, and reduction of the building debt. We 
helped to collect items for Christmas Boxes and collected items for Elementary students in Worthington. Our 
monthly women’s newsletter and annual yearbook helped keep women informed and involved. In addition 
members of the organization celebrated and highlighted the work of many in the church during the Thank 
Offering service.  
 
 Our Community: We had a Summer Salad Buffet in June, and the Christmas Salad Buffet in 
December. We continued with the “Sensible Scandinavian Smorgasbord” in the Fall. Since this is the main 
source of income for the Lutheran Women and the outreach that they fund, the support of the members of the 
Church was awesome! Once again we saw the God does work in wonderful ways and through the members 
of ALC and their generosity the funding for the organization and the outreach will continue to be strong. 
Because of this contributions were made to the Hospice Cottage Endowment, Helping Hands Pregnancy 
center, Love Inc., and the SW Crisis Center.  
 
 Our Region: We supported Shetek Lutheran Ministries annual fundraising activities. Financial 
contributions were also made to Project Morning Star, Shalom Hills Farm, Lutheran Social Services, 
Lutheran Campus Ministry of MN, and Inner City Cru.  
 
 Our World: Our quilters continued to work on beautiful quilts. The group donated to Lutheran World 
Relief and ELCA Work Hunger. We are still in need of a chairperson for the Mission Action Committee that 
works with these projects. Please consider joining our group and providing leadership and ideas for the world 
outreach and projects.  
 
 The Lutheran Women’s Organization appreciates the support from all of the members of American 
Lutheran and we invite all women to take a look at all the options for service, fellowship, and fun that brings 
all the programs ad services to the congregation or join us for an event in 2024!  
 
Kris Besel  
Lutheran Women Chairperson  



23 

Lutheran Women Financial  



24 

 

Mission and Ministry met 7 times in 2023 to plan service projects and fellowship opportunities for 
our congregation.  

1)  We hosted 4 congregational potlucks, in March, July, September and December, serving be-
tween 40-80 people at each. We were involved with the set-up, serving, and clean-up at each 
meal. 

2)  600 gallons of laundry detergent were prepared and delivered to the food shelves in 2023.  250 
of these gallons were prepared by our committee, following our regular scheduled meetings. 

3)  We served 96 people at our Lenten Supper in March.  We served a baked potato bar with chili, 
and many toppings.  A total of $380.00 was earned for the support of Every Meal. 

4)  We participated in the Every Meal project, with ALC sponsoring the Worthington Intermediate 
School, where 200 meals were distributed weekly from January to May and 171 meals weekly from 
Mid-September through December.  We also helped register the students for Every Meal in August 
at the Intermediate School.  We use 9-10 volunteers each week to distribute to registered students' 
lockers, immediately after school most Thursdays, for them to take home on Fridays for weekend 
meals. 

5) We voted to resume the practice of collecting a "Noisy Offering" on the 4th Sunday of every 
month, beginning in November, with the collection supporting the Every Meal program. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pam Handevidt and Steve Dudley, co-chairs. 

                    Mission and Ministry 
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American Lutheran Church 

Scholarship Committee   Year 2023 

 

ELCA Endowment Fund 

Beginning Balance as of 11/30/2022  $308,112.89 

Ending Balance as of 11/30/2023  $317,597.13 

 

ALC Scholarship04417 

Beginning Balance as of 12/31/2022  $_4044.17 

 

Credits 

Transfer from ELCA Endowment $ 10,800.00 

Gifts, Donations   $_     475__ 

 

Total Credits     $_15319.17     

 

Expenditures 

Scholarships Awarded 

Kalea Appel   $    1,350.00 

Dylan Graff   $    2,700.00 

Konnor Honius  $    2,700.00 

Alec Langerud   $    2,700.00 

Dalen Schultz   $    1,350.00 

 

Total Expenditures    $ 10,800.00 

 

Ending Balance as of 12/31/2023  $_4519.17__ 

 

Minimum deposit to the ELCA Endowment Fund is $2,000. Whenever the scholarship line item balance ex-

ceeds $2,000, a deposit of $2,000 is made. 

 

If year-end balance of the ELCA Endowment Fund has increased from the previous year-end balance – dis-

pense 4.5% or more. 

If year-end balance of the ELCA Endowment Fund has decreased from the previous year-end balance – dis-

pense 4.0% or less. 

Report of ALC Scholarship Committee  
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REPORT of the ETTA JANSSEN MEMORIAL LUTHERAN COLLEGE and SEMINARY 

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE for 2023 

The estate of Etta Janssen (1895-1973) established this scholarship in 1975.  The expressed desire of Etta was that the fund be per-

petual and be used for no other purpose than scholarships for seminary and Lutheran college students.  The amount to be used for 

scholarships each year cannot exceed the interest and investment earnings generated.  Funds received during the year specifically 

designated for current distribution are combined with other monies in the fund but are accounted for separately from the fund prin-

ciple.  Funds received during the year that are not designated for current distribution are added to the fund principle. 

Scholarship applicants must be a current member in good standing of ALC, have completed one year of college and be enrolled full 

time in a college or seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Each applicant may receive scholarships for up to three 

years with and additional three years if preparing for full time church work.   

Members of this committee for 2023 were:  Karen Juber, Keith Olson, Nancy Marco, Linden Olson and Dave Nerem (Council Repre-

sentative).  

Financial Statement 

First State Bank SW     Balance 01-01-2023     $ 20,745.46 

    Contributions in 2023       $   1,370.00     

 Net Earnings 2023         $          

   TOTAL CREDITS                            $ 22,115.46 

               Debits  

               Scholarships Paid during 2023       $         00.00   

 TOTAL DEBITS        $         00.00 

   Bank Balance 12-31-2023       $  22,115.46 

 

ELCA Endowment Fund Pooled Trust     Balance  12-31-2022    $   57,571.58 

   Market value change 1-01-2023 to 12-31-2023                                             $    -5,548.28 

   Earnings 1-01-2023 to 12-31-2023      $     2,407.70 

   TOTAL VALUE    12-31-2023              $   64,286.96 

TOTAL VALUE ALL FUNDS        $  86,402.42 

NOTES: 

There have been approximately $112,000 in scholarships paid since the inception of this fund. 

Scholarships granted are not all paid out for the school year granted.  Matching grants from the colleges may be awarded if paid in 

the next year.  Ex.  Part of a scholarship granted for a student in 2022 for the school year 2022-2023 may not be paid until the 2nd 

semester that begins in 2023.   

Since the account for this fund was moved to the general fund account in 2022 no interest earned has been credited to this account. 

The December 31th value was used for the ELCA Endowment Fund Pooled Trust was used for the first time this year because the  

value was available at the time this report was due. The November 30th value was used in previous years/  

 

Submitted by the Etta Jansen Scholarship Committee    
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Report of the Nominating Committee – February 2024 

 

Members of the Nominating Committee have one-year terms: 

 Dave Nerem  Council Chair 

 Nancy Marco  Congregational member-at-large 

 Grant Sorensen                 Congregational member-at-large 

Karen Pfeifer   Facilitator 

 

The Nominating Committee has two functions: 

To prepare the ballot for election at the congregation’s Annual Meeting for the positions 

of Church Council, Endowment Committee and Synod Assembly Voting Members (listed below.) 

To recommend committee appointments to Church Council for their approval. 

 

Below is the ballot as prepared by the Nominating Committee for election at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 18, 2024:  

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 Harlan Handevidt  3-year term  2027 

 Laura Hoffman                  3-year term  2027 

 Craig Pfeifer   second 3-year term 2027 

 Greg Raymo  second 3-year term 2027 

 

 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

 Nancy Marco  3-year term  2027 

 Bruce Juber  second 3-year term 2027 

 

 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY VOTING MEMBERS – June 7 and 8, 2024 at Gustavus in St. Peter – hybrid  

 Jocelyn Horn 

 Monica Horn 

 Arvid Nielsen 

 Pam Handevidt 

 Harlan Handevidt 

 

 Alternates 

 Donna Cargin 

 Shirly Wieme 
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Report of STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

Committee members for 2023 were:  Pastor Anne Hokenstad, Pastor Jeremy Hallquist, Connie Wienrank, Karla Kirkeby, Kathy Sackett, 
Lori Ailts, Melissa Jensen and Pat Remme. We met monthly on the second Tuesday evening of each month. 

 

“Because of You” articles were written for the monthly newsletters to help members be aware of the many activities that were ac-
complished because of their involvement and dedication.  Topics were highlighted such as church office volunteers, Manna Food Pan-
try participation, ALC’s assistance to the Intermediate School through the Every Meal program and donation of classroom supplies, 
involvement in Wednesday night meals and cleaning of the Fellowship Hall floor and chairs. 

 

The “Manna Food Pantry” drive was conducted during March and received $9,564 through special envelopes and Lenten offerings. 
The Worthington Regional Health Care Foundation matched our gift by 100%, creating a total contribution of $19,128.  Thank you to 
all who contributed! 

 

Easter Plant Delivery was held on April 1 as ALC focused on members who had suffered loss of loved ones, who had endured health 
issues and who had mobility issues.  About 30 kalanchoe plants and handmade cards were delivered to members’ homes by volun-
teers.  Cards were signed by the pastors.  Thanks to all who participated! 

 

Time and Talent Sheets were mailed out in May, inviting members to indicate which areas of ministry they would like to participate 
in, such as ushering, preparing Communion, assisting with Faith Formation, etc.  Thank you to those who offered to help with all areas 
of ministry! 

 

The Stewardship theme was selected based on Acts 2:43-47:  Day by day, they broke bread together with glad and generous hearts.  
The theme was implemented in many ways throughout November – in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, banner, bread-making classes, 
music and power point slides.  A month-long devotional was printed with daily readings written by ALC members. 

 

Stewardship Sunday was celebrated on Sunday, November 19.  Members returned their financial commitment forms for 2024.  Every 
worshipper was given a votive candle decorated with the stewardship banner image.  Between services the Stewardship Committee 
hosted a brunch complete with homemade cinnamon rolls, egg bake and fruit. 

 

The Sharing Trees and Christmas Plant Program continues to be a popular Christmas project enabling poinsettias and handmade 
cards to be signed by the pastors and delivered to 45 members experiencing long-term health issues, mobility issues and loss of loved 
ones.  Poinsettias were delivered to members’ homes on December 16 by volunteer drivers.  Members selected large paper stars off 
the Sharing Tree in the narthex, then included the $10 in the attached envelope to help pay for the plants.  Stars on the small Sharing 
Tree generated baby items which will be donated to Helping Hands Pregnancy Center for use by their clients after the New Year.  
Thank you to all who participated! 

 

Thank you to members of ALC for reading the articles prepared by the Stewardship Committee, for participating in the projects coor-
dinated by the committee, for completing Time and Talent Sheets and commitment sheets, and for being faithful stewards every day 
of the year. 
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                                           Report of Worship and Music Committee 

 

Committee members for 2023 were Aubrey Anderson, Rich Besel, Shauna Carroll, Sherri Isder, Diana Kvilhaug, Mary Turner, Coun-
cil Rep Mike Peterson, Sylvia Andersen and Pastors Anne Hokenstad and Jeremy Hallquist.  The committee met a total of 9 times 
using a combination of in person and hybrid formats. 

 

In addition to providing regular worship materials with a managing budget and aiding the review of the worship experience, it is 
the intent of the committee to provide support and encouragement to all staff involved in organizing and enhancing worship. 

 

Three worship times and styles are available each week using in person, livestream and FM 88.3 radio options:  Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m. – Koinonia worship; Sunday at 8:00 a.m. – First Word worship; Sunday at 10:15 a.m. – Journey worship.  Each of these services 
use the same scripture with a different approach to give congregation members a choice of worship.  On the Sunday mornings of 
December 24th and 31st, one 9:00 a.m. worship service was held.  From Memorial Day to Labor Day, the 10:15 a.m. worship time 
changes to 10:00 a.m. 

 

Three special “Summer Celebration Series” worship services were held this year.  Each of these services was held at 10:00 a.m. fol-
lowed by a meal.  Sunday, June 25th was scheduled at the Downtown Pavillion, however windy, rainy weather caused the service 
and meal to be held at the church.  Sunday, July 16th Worship at the Lake was scheduled at Centennial Park, but due to poor air 
quality, the service and meal were held at the church.  The third special and meal, At the Barn, was held at Al and Janice Oberloh’s 
Barn Event Center on Sunday, August 27th.  All services were supported by this committee and were well attended!  Free will offer-
ings were collected at each service to aid in the support of a Youth Director position. 

 

The committee set the following goals for 2024: 

To provide quality TV, radio and online ministry, including updating software, for those not attending worship in person. 

To continue to encourage youth as well as adult participation in worship services. 

To continue to encourage participation in musical groups and encourage individual musicians to enhance the praise of our 
worship. 

To pursue the idea of hosting an online Sunday worship service at The Meadows and Golden Horizon facilities to give residents 
a sense of worshiping together with us on Sundays. 

 

The committee will continue to pursue new worship avenues and promote being a warm and caring congregation, welcoming all 
and sharing Gods love as commanded.  We look forward with faith and hope, trusting the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to guide our 
path into the year ahead! 

 

Expense Summary – beginning balance     $3600.00 

Expenses Worship resources & supplies $2478.19 

  Summer Celebrations expenses $1769.59 

  License      $529.00 

  Piano tuning     $306.50 

Total expenses       $5083.28 

Deposit from Lenten Books        $199.00 

 Ending balance       -$1284.28  
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Annual Report for the 2023 Calendar Year 
Worship/Music Ministries and Technology Ministry 

 
The 2023 year has brought continued growth and positive changes!  
 
 In the worship/music areas, the “Busker Band” is blossoming with a very committed group 
of young folks. They share their worship leading in a limited schedule. An electronic drum kit was 
recently purchased as an addition to the resources for this group.  
 
 Our 6:30 Wednesday Worship, “Koinonia”, is held most Wednesdays from September 
through May. The Koinonia experience continues to flourish and begins with a meal, followed by 
worship and then faith formation opportunities for all ages. All ages of friendly faces serve the meal. 
Our younger families are embracing this mid-week worship service as it offers them a worship op-
portunity other than the weekend which is heavily scheduled for most families. The younger folks 
are volunteering to lead worship elements and man the sound booth. It is a joy to be a part of the 
energy that this informal worship brings! 
 
 Our Sunday morning worship services have been a mix of tradition-based worship and some 
newer styles and resources. We offered several ‘sermon series’ that extended our comfort zones a 
bit! Special worship experiences during the year included: Ash Wednesday, Holy Week services in-
cluding Maundy Thursday worship and Good Friday Stations in open house style, three Easter Festi-
val Worship services, Pentecost, Reformation & Confirmation, All Saints Sunday, Thanksgiving Eve, 
Longest Night, and three Christmas Eve worship services. 
 
 We continued our tradition of holding an outdoor worship service in the park during the sum-
mer and expanded on worshipping beyond our walls. Unfortunately, this year the weather did not 
cooperate! June’s worship was planned to be held at the downtown pavilion but needed to move 
back to our sanctuary due to a rainy, windy, very chilly morning; July’s worship at Centennial Park 
also had to be held at the church building but this time because of very poor air quality; but, thank-
fully, the August worship at The Barn could be held as planned! 
 
 Another beloved tradition that continues is the Wednesday Lenten services with Evening 
Prayer services and, of course, the Lenten meal before the service. 
 
 Updates on our music groups: The ‘small but mighty’ Chancel Choir under Rich Besel’s lead-
ership has re-grouped and is now titled “Voices of Praise”. They currently are scheduled three times 
throughout the church year with limited, targeted practice sessions. As hoped, this has allowed 
more singers to participate! The Bell Choir directed by Louise Claussen rehearses on a regular basis 
and when possible, shares in worship once a month. The choir consists of a core of ALC members 
and is often enhanced with community folk as substitutes. We were able to assemble an Instrumen-
tal Group for Christmas Eve in 2023. In addition, many musicians were able to assist and enhance 
our three Christmas Eve services. 
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 Our faithful group of worship leaders consists of Aubrey Anderson, Kris Besel, Rich Besel, 
Ellie Hallquist, Dan Horn, Jocelyn Horn, and Karla Kirkeby. The leaders from the piano and/or or-
gan are Cindy Anderson, Sherri Isder, and Sylvia Andersen. The Busker Band assists whenever 
possible. 
 
 In May, we had the honor of hosting the Inaugural Concert for WAYO – Worthington Area 
Youth Orchestra – under the leadership of Zac Paulsen and Morgan Rukstales. The concert was 
held in the sanctuary with an after-concert social time in the Gathering Room. Our facility proved 
to be a very concert-friendly venue. Opening our doors to the community for hosting events was 
one of the goals of the remodel. 
 
 The technology team has been busy upgrading and maintaining the equipment under 
their care. Currently, a project to enhance the livestream and recording capabilities is underway. 
Fun fact: The original installation of this sound system was happening at this time ten years ago! 
Remember how we watched the booth area take shape under the guidance of RDI and our wood-
workers who repurposed several pews for use? The original pew ends with the engraved crosses 
were incorporated into the design, too! We began using the system in worship in early February of 
2014. 
 
 Worship services rest on the shoulders of MANY volunteers from Greeters and Ushers to 
Readers to Musicians to Communion preppers and servers along with many other roles. If at any 
point, you feel the nudge to participate in this area of ministry, please contact either of the Pastors 
or myself.  
 
 We have often commented that even on our ‘bad days’, we are blessed to have the support 
of the entire congregation through volunteering and/or financial support! This is noticed and we 
are so grateful for this solid foundation. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 
 
 In conclusion, Colossians 3:16-17 sums up our year beautifully (emphasis mine):  16 Let the 
word of Christ[a] dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with grati-
tude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.[b] 17 And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sylvia Andersen, ALC Staff 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A16-17&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29517a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A16-17&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29517b
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Children & Family Annual Report 2023 
 
Mission: 

To provide meaningful opportunities for children and their families to grow in their faith together. 

 

2023 Year-In-Review   
 
50 students are registered for Faith Formation this year. Sunday mornings offer a traditional Sun-
day school setting, with 15-25 students who attend regularly. Wednesday’s Ignite class – focusing 
on God’s amazing world, through science-based lessons – engages 15-20 kids each week, and 
often includes a couple non-ALC kids, invited by friends.    
 
Through the continued generosity of Lutheran Women, we presented 21 Bibles to 4 preschoolers, 
8 first graders, and 9 third graders. Third graders also attended a Bible orientation class in October. 
In December, 4 of our fifth-grade students made chalices in preparation for their First Communion.  
 
Children & Family Ministry strives to engage kids (and their families) in meaningful ways. In the 
span of a year, we offer 26 Sunday school lessons, 22 (Wednesday night) “Ignite” lessons, 3 Inter-
generational events, 1 community-wide event, and a VBS option. This year, for VBS, we teamed up 
with 4 local churches to provide a “Community Kids Camp” hoping to reach area kids who normal-
ly do not attend VBS programming. We registered 90 students, with about 75 students attending 
each evening. We served an average of 110 meals per evening.  
  
Our Fall Festival – at The Barn – treated 75 guests to a fall-themed meal, followed by crafts, 

games, scarecrow decorating, and a scavenger hunt. To kick off Advent, we hosted a community-

wide Journey to Bethlehem event, welcoming 124 guests into “Bethlehem” to share in the hope 

and joy of the season. The following Sunday, 35 additional guests traveled through the stations. 

This event was the epitome of “intergenerational”, and we hope to offer it again.   

Children’s Ministry requires many hands! Thank you to the 7 teachers who rotate, to lead Sunday 

school, each week, and the many volunteers who help with events. The Journey to Bethlehem 

event, alone, required 19 station leaders, 3 set-up volunteers, and 12 people on the tear-down 

team.  

 

A gigantic thank you to all who give of your time, energy, and talents to make 
Children’s Ministry happen. And to those who support Children’s Ministry, financially…  

With your help and God’s wisdom, we can discern new paths to  
nurture faith, fellowship, and service. 
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Report of Coordinator of Volunteer Ministries 
 

Our Stewardship theme, “Day by day they broke bread together with glad and generous hearts,” describes the sense of community 
and concern for each other which the early Christians demonstrated.  The verses prior to this account in Acts 2:43-47, also describe 
how the believers voluntarily combined their resources and shared them with those who were needy.  Do you suppose they desig-
nated a small group to collect and count the offerings which were so generously given?  Certainly someone in the early Church was 
accountable for counting, recording and handling the funds appropriately!   

 

Are YOU willing to be such a person in our congregation now over 2,000 years later?   

 

At ALC, we call these members who count, record and handle the funds appropriately the FINANCIAL COUNTERS.  We respect and 
trust these folks who demonstrate accountability, confidentiality, timeliness, accuracy and uniformity with our offerings.  AND we 
could use more of them!  Perhaps you are willing to join the work of the counters?   

 

What are the Counters’ responsibilities? 

Counters are divided into teams of four typically, and each team is responsible for handling the offering three months of the 
year with one member serving as captain. 

In the church building, they count the offering either on Sundays or Mondays.   

They add up the offerings, double check their work and complete the provided summary sheet using the suggested practices.   

A deposit slip is prepared and taken to the bank by the captain.   

They maintain confidentiality about offerings received.   

 

THANK YOU to our current financial counters!  

 

      Team 1                Team 2                            Team 3                Team 4 

Jean Bastian         Scott Langerud                     Donna Cargin           Linden Olson 

Nancy Marco         Heidi Langerud        Pam Handevidt          Grant Sorensen 

Pat Remme         Maynard Townswick        Diane Levine           Dave Skog 

Mary Turner         Jeanene Townswick                                                          Karen Skog 

 

Does this sound like an opportunity for YOU? 

As you can see, having an accounting background is not a requirement!  What IS required is a willingness to share your time and to 
assist in the appropriate handling of offerings.  The goal is to increase the size of the teams so that work is distributed among more 
members.  Please know that absences are inevitable.  Are you able to answer this call?   

 

If so, please contact me (karenpfeifer351@gmail.com or 360-1361) or contact the church office (376-5264).  Thank you for your will-
ingness in 2024! 
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In 2023, We Celebrated the Baptisms of : Drake Getting, Brooklyn Klosterman, Lainey Maurer, Morgan 
Clausen, Kaylee Clausen, Anthony Yanez, Lincoln Eshleman, Lillian Kramer, Zion Ordaz 
In 2023, We Celebrated the Confirmations of : Jesse Ling, Lucas Hohenstein, Gracie Dickman 
We Welcomed New Members: Cindy Scott, Matt, Steph, Rylan, Ellie & Bella Fletcher, Richard & Sarah 
Lehman 
                                                               
We Celebrated New Marriages of:  Blake & Myah Schroeder 
 
We Mourned the Loss of These Loved Ones: Rich Pederson, Janet Haugen, Jill Herreid, Betty Herreid, 
Todd Herreid, Jim Larson, Darwin “Joe” Johanson, Martin Aaser, Nick Williams, Mavis Hoffman, Jo Strube, 
Mel Hamman, Dorothy Hoeft, Gloria Lindquist, Dorothy Koehn, Frank Hanbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 31, 2023, our total baptized membership was 1574. Our total confirmed membership at 
year end was 1416.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Marriage of non-members held at American Lutheran Church. 

**Marriage of members held elsewhere with an American Lutheran Church pastor officiating.  

***Memorial services were held elsewhere. 
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