
Sunday, July 16, 2023 

“At the Lake” Worship @ 10:00 AM 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

GATHERING 

Prelude & Welcome 

Gathering Song: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 

 



Greeting from 2 Corinthians 13:13 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

 C: And also with you. 

 

Litany from Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8 

L: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

C: a people holy to the Lord our God. 

L: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,  

when you lie down and when you rise. 

 

L: One does not live by bread alone, 

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 

Prayer Of The Day 

L: Let us pray. God of grace, 

C: we thank you that you are for us. That you are for the least, the lost, the 

last, and the lowest. Help us to be people who are for our families, for our 

community, and for our world. Knowing that you are abundantly able to 

provide more than we even dare to ask. In your son’s name, Amen. 

 

WORD 

Song: Softly and Tenderly (vs. 1 & 3) 

 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

 calling for you and for me. 

 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

 watching for you and for me. 

 

Refrain 

 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 

 You who are weary, come home." 

 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 

 



3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

 promised for you and for me! 

 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

 

Scripture Story: Romans 8:1-11 (MSG) 

 

1-2 With the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, that fateful dilemma is resolved. Those who 

enter into Christ’s being-here-for-us no longer have to live under a continuous, low-lying 

black cloud. a new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, 

has magnificently cleared the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at 

the hands of sin and death. 

3-4 God went for the jugular when he sent his own son. He didn’t deal with the problem 

as something remote and unimportant. In his son, Jesus, he personally took on the human 

condition, entered the disordered mess of struggling humanity in order to set it right once 

and for all. The law code, weakened as it always was by fractured human nature, could 

never have done that. 

The law always ended up being used as a band-aid on sin instead of a deep healing of it. 

And now what the law code asked for but we couldn’t deliver is accomplished as we, 

instead of redoubling our own efforts, simply embrace what the spirit is doing in us. 

5-8 Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring their 

own moral muscle but never get around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust 

God’s action in them find that God’s spirit is in them—living and breathing God! 

obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God leads us out into the 

open, into a spacious, free life. focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God. 

anyone completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up thinking more about self than 

God. That person ignores who God is and what he is doing. and God isn’t pleased at 

being ignored. 

9-11 but if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be thinking 

more of yourself than of him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but 

clearly present God, the Spirit of Christ, won’t know what we’re talking about. but for 

you who welcome him, in whom he dwells—even though you still experience all the 

limitations of sin—you yourself experience life on God’s terms. It stands to reason, 

doesn’t it, that if the alive-and-present God who raised Jesus from the dead moves into 

your life, he’ll do the same thing in you that he did in Jesus, bringing you alive to 

himself? When God lives and breathes in you (and he does, as surely as he did in Jesus), 

you are delivered from that dead life. with his spirit living in you, your body will be as 

alive as Christ’s! 

  



Gospel Song: Messiah                     Dakota Road Music 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Story: Matthew 9:9-13 (MSG) 

 

9 Passing along, Jesus saw a man at his work collecting taxes. his name was Matthew. 

Jesus said, “come along with me.” Matthew stood up and followed him. 

10-11 Later when Jesus was eating supper at Matthew’s house with his close followers, a 

lot of disreputable characters came and joined them. When the Pharisees saw him 

keeping this kind of company, they had a fit, and lit into Jesus’ followers. “What kind of 

example is this from your teacher, acting cozy with crooks and misfits?” 

12-13 Jesus, overhearing, shot back, “who needs a doctor: the healthy or the sick? go 

figure out what this scripture means: ‘I’m after mercy, not religion.’ I’m here to invite 

outsiders, not coddle insiders.” 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 

Today: Sermon Series #FOR | “for those people”  

Next Sunday: #FOR | “for unspiritual people” 

 

Grow | #FOR “those people”  

• Whether now or at another phase in your life, who are "those people," who you 

have found it difficult to love?  

• When do we do this within the church? Why is that so easy to do? 

• Read Luke 18:9-14. Just as Jesus did, what could it look like for you to make 

"those people," your people? 

o What is God doing in this passage? 

o How is God asking me to respond to this passage? 

o How is God asking our church to respond?  

 

• Reflect and ask yourself, when have I been one of "those people"? 

 
Sermon Notes 

 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSE TO THE WORD:  
 

Hymn: When It Seems the Day Will End 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSE TO THE WORD: CREED AND CONFESSION 

 

L: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised  

Holy Spirit.             (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 

L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

L: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: Pray in the Holy Spirit.                  (Jude 20) 

 

L: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.                                  (Jude 21) 

 

L: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!                 

  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 



L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God 

and to one another. 

 

Silence for reflection and self examination. 

 

L: Gracious God, have mercy on us. 

C:  In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things done and left undone. 

Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

L: Almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C: Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 

Sharing the Peace 

L: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one 

another, live in peace.           (2 Corinthians 13:11) 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Community News 

 

Offering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offering Song: Take My Life 

 



Offering Prayer 

 

L: Let us pray. God, our Creator, 

C: you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature. 

With these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care. Help us to 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

The Prayers 

MEAL 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.

 

 

 

Communion Blessing 



Post Communion Canticle: Children of the Heavenly Father 

Blessing 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 C: Amen.  

 

Prayer for the Week Ahead As you come to the close of this worship experience on the 

shores of Lake Okabena, what will you pray for this upcoming week as head out into 

God’s world to be #FOR ‘those people.’ Write your pray thoughts here.  



Sending Song:  By Faith                        Townend & Getty 

 

Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: We will. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



American Lutheran Church walks in the faith of 

Jesus as we walk with others. 

 

All are welcome to be a part of God’s Church. There is a place for you here at American 

Lutheran Church. Our mission is to “share the good news of what God has done for us 

through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ!” 

 

July Birthday Greetings this week . . . 
- If your birthday is missing or wrong, please let Kelly in the office know or write it on the slips 

inserted in the Bulletin. Thanks! 

17) Lori Dudley, Arvid Nielsen, Darren Ponto, Darrel Ponto, Pat Remme 

18) Dennis Hibma, Carrie Ling, Corrine Mammen 

21) Gordy Heikamp, Linda Kluever, Corey Noerenberg, Paulette Yates 

22) Paul Landberg,  

 

Today’s Flower arrangement is given by:      

Roxann & Al Polzine, who are celebrating Al’s retirement   

 

 

Scripture Readings for next Sunday’s worship services: 

Hymns, prayers, and preaching will be drawn from the themes in these stories. 

 

Colossians 3:17; Matthew 13: 1-9; 18-23 

 

10am | “At the Lake Worship Leaders 

Ministers: All people of the American Lutheran Church 

Pastors: Anne Hokenstad  

Musicians: Cindy & Aubrey Anderson 

 

 

 

 



Announcements | July 16-July 23, 2023 

This Sunday 6/25 Next Sunday  7/23 

Helping Pass out Communion Cups Fill: Shari Dale 

Connie Voss Refill: Mark & Marcia Shepherd 

Karen Hanbury Clean up: Paul & Karen Hanbury 

Church Lock-up:  Erlin Weness 8:00- Diana Kvilhaug, Jean Bastian, 

Lola Lindquist 10:00- Steve & Lori 

Dudley, Karen Hanbury 

 

Fellowship Hall Floor Project, starting July 24 and continuing through the next week, the 

wooden floors of the Fellowship Hall will be refurbished. Please note that for this entire week, 

the Fellowship Hall will not be available for ministry events. Check with Kelly for other places 

within our building for your gathering.  

 

Building Debt Ministry Event: Save the Date: Art & Craft Fair is November 4, 2023. Begin 

to plan and prepare for this debt reduction ministry. This is a time to celebrate arts and crafts, 

as well as baked goods. This year we will also have BarBQ Sandwiches available. So come 

browse and eat lunch with us. Connie Voss is the leader for this event. Please connect with her 

by phone 507-360-8362 or email her at  cmvoss10@gmail.com  In 2022, we combined our 

resources in this event and were able to dedicate $4,600 for debt reduction. We are excited to 

do that again.  Thank you all for all you do. Connie Voss    

    

Grocery Cards (for Building Debt Reduction Ministry) Thanks to the participation in the 

Grocery Gift Card program, our Building Debt has been reduced by almost $5,000 since 

November 1, 2021. Your generosity is a gift to the entire congregation. Please consider 

contributing to that debt reduction! Purchase your Hy-Vee and Fareway Gift Cards on the 1st 

and 3rd Sundays, before services, or on weekdays in the church office. You receive full-value 

cards with 5% of each purchase going to our building debt reduction ministry. Checks are 

preferred, made out to American Lutheran Building Fund, with “Gift Cards” on the memo 

line. Contact Harlan or Pam Handevidt at 507-376-5682. 

Time & Talent Surveys 

Thank you for completing and sending in the Time & Talen Survey. The lists are being 

complied of the places and ways you selected to serve in God’s Church. The staff and leaders 

use these lists to encourage and equip you in saying “yes” to God’s call in your life.  

 

mailto:cmvoss10@gmail.com


 

Staff Summer Travel 

Please note that between the middle of July – end of August, all of the staff will be exploring 

God’s world with friends and family at various times or traveling for ministry. One of the 

pastors will always be in town and the office hours will be staffed. 

 

Help fill Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes THIS SUMMER! 

          Stop at the red wagons in the entryways to pick up a list of ideas for items 

                                                                 OR 

Pick up a shoebox to fill on your own 

                                                                  OR 

         Use the envelope provided at the wagon to give a cash donation 

Thank You!! 

 
 

Prayer @ 10am for the Mission Trip: You are invited to pray today and each day until July 

22nd for members of ALC, youth, and adults, who are on the Mission Trip in West Virginia.  

Cottage Meetings: There are four remaining dates and times to gather with other ALC 

members to hear and discuss the results of the Congregational Vitality Survey. Please sign up 

in the office.  

Monday, July 17, 6:30pm at Pastor Anne and Arvid’s home 

Tuesday, July 18, 9:00am, at ALC in the Conference Room 

Sunday, July 23, @ 9:15 at ALC in the Conference Room 

Tuesday, July 25, @ 6:30pm, Pam and Harlan Handevidt’s home (there are 1-2 spaces open) 
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June 25-July 1 Calendar 
 

July 16 

Mission Trip 14-22  

July 20 

 

9:00am 

10:00am 

 

Service Set Up 

Centennial Park Worship 

Meal & Activities to follow 

worship. 

10:00am 

6:30pm 

 

 

Text Study 

Church Council 

July 17 

9:00am  

 

Staff Meeting 

July 21 

 

 

July 18 

7:45am 

11:00am 

2:30pm 

3:30pm 

6:30pm 

 

  

 

Men’s Fellowship 

Worship Planning 

South Shore 

Crossroads 

Prayer Shawl 

July 22 

 

July 23 

8:00am 

9:00am 

10:00am 

 

 

 

 

First Word 

Coffee/Kinship 

Journey 

 

  

July 19 

9:00am 

1:00pm  

 

 

  

 

Quilt Tying 

Prayer Shawl 

 

 Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday 

8:00am – 12:00pm 

Monday – Thursday 

12:30pm – 2:30pm 

 

            Friday  

Pastors’ Sabbath Day 


